Minutes
Faculty Senate Meeting
Location: Zoom
Tuesday, September 1st, 2026
3:30 - 5pm

The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm

I. Attendance/Roll Call and Approvals

a. In Attendance

Faculty Senate President Gregory Robinson-Guerra
Faculty Senate Vice President Andreea Nica
Joel Blaxland, Department of Social Sciences and Cultural Studies
Manny Bustamante, Department of Language, Literacy, and Technology
David Gorman, School of Behavioral Sciences
Lynn Haugen, Department of Natural Sciences
William Lane, Department of Counseling
Sue McFeaters, School of Social Work
Courtney Michaud, Department of Expressive Arts
Ivan Ibarra Sanchez, School of Business
Liliana Sanchez, Department of Early Childhood, SPED, and Health Sciences
Taka Sato, School of Nursing and Kinesiology
Heather Steinmann, Department of Humanities
Sundar Tamang, Department of Mathematics and Computer Science
Margarita Wulftange, Department of Teacher Education

b. Approval of the meeting agenda

Senator McFeaters suggested an amendment to the agenda to include the approval of the faculty committee list under New Business. 

Sue McFeaters motioned to approve the agenda with the above amendment; the motion received a second.

The motion passed.

c. Approval of the minutes from the May 6th Faculty Senate meeting

Senator Blaxland motioned to approve the minutes from the May 6th Faculty Senate meeting; the motion received a second.

The motion passed.

d. President’s Remarks, Dr. Jose Coll

Dr. Jose Coll was not in attendance at the meeting and not available to provide remarks.

II. Informational Items:

a. FS President Report, Dr. Robinson-Guerra

In his report, President Robinson-Guerra welcomed the new faculty members and encouraged the faculty to participate in the University’s shared governance processes. He also encouraged the faculty to become familiar with the Faculty Handbook and the University’s policies. President Robinson-Guerra and Vice President Nica met with the new University President Jose Coll to discuss the draft of the Shared Governance proposal; Dr. Coll explained that he would review the document to provide his input and suggestions on the draft of the proposal.

b. Union Updates, Q&A, Dr. Margarita Wulftange

The Contract Action Team (CAT) has been working on ideas for guiding principles and articles, with the goal to initiate bargaining sometime during the 2026-27 academic year.

III. Old Business

a. Next Steps for selection process: Remote Chairs/Dean Policy Subcommittee

15 faculty members previously indicated an interest in serving on the Remote Chairs/Associate Deans policy subcommittee. Vice President Nica mentioned a preference for narrowing the subcommittee down to seven members. Senators mentioned the importance of representation on the subcommittee from all three of the Colleges as well as from Schools and Departments that have courses and programs located on the Silver City campus.

Senator Steinmann motioned that faculty should be selected to serve on the subcommittee from every department that teaches courses both face-to-face as well as asynchronous online; the motion received a second.

The motion passed.

Vice President Nica explained that she would narrow down the members of the subcommittee to comply with the above passed motion.

b. Fall survey: MBO meetings reduction for TT and Tenure Faculty

President Robinson-Guerra and Vice President Nica described their intentions of surveying the faculty on the number of needed MBO meetings. President Robinson-Guerra mentioned the idea of implementing a university-wide rubric for evaluating faculty MBOs. Senator Blaxland suggested forming a subcommittee to review the matter of the needed number of MBO meetings. Senators Blaxland, Gorman, and Steinmann indicated interest in serving on the subcommittee, as well as Zully Villanueva and Sarah Wilhoit. Vice President Nica mentioned she would invite other faculty members to participate in the subcommittee via email.

c. Next steps: Shared Governance Subcommittee, Dr. Andreea Nica 

President Robinson-Guerra mentioned that the draft of the Shared Governance document is available electronically in the Faculty Senate SharePoint. President Robinson-Guerra and Vice President Nica have been gathering the input on the draft of the document from the former and current Staff Senate Presidents and the University President Jose Coll.

d. Discussion: process for outcomes approval in FS/GA initiatives

President Robinson-Guerra mentioned the need for streamlining changes to the Faculty Handbook for minor changes by avoiding the cumbersome approval process for sufficiently minor changes. Vice President Nica suggested forming a subcommittee to make a recommendation for streamlining the process, and she agreed to invite faculty to participate in the subcommittee via email.

IV. New Business

a. Motion: Dr. Scott Smith as FS secretary, Dr. Scott Fritz as parliamentarian, and Professor Roberta Brown as timekeeper/chat monitor

Senator McFeaters mentioned that it was not necessary to vote on organizational teams, where it is the prerogative of the Faculty Senate Officers to appoint members of their organizational teams.

b. New Faculty Senate/GA website – meeting with Sebastiano

Marketing has been working to rebuild the Faculty Senate webpage. The Faculty Senate webpage is located at https://facultysenate.wnmu.edu/, and the website includes the previous minutes and agendas for both Faculty Senate and the General Assembly, as well as the current version of the Faculty Handbook.

c. New list of senators/committees, have a motion and a vote

President Robinson-Guerra mentioned that the Faculty Committee list was previously shared by Vice President Nica and is available electronically at the Faculty Senate SharePoint.

Senator McFeaters motioned to accept the Faculty Committee list; the motion received a second. 

The motion passed.

V. Announcements

a. Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15th Oct. 15th)
b. Felipe de Ortego y Gasca Lecture Series Presents: Jennifer Givhan –Author. Friday, September 18, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m., Miller Library
c. The MeChA Club, giveaway & signing books for the lecture series
d. The Fall 2026 Student Symposium, December 1st & 2nd 
e. Relief Fund-Nepal Recent Floods Disaster, Sundar Tamang
f. September General Assembly Meeting, Thursday, Sept. 10th, 2026
g. Next Faculty Senate Meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 6th, 2026

VI. Adjournment

Senator Steinmann motioned to adjourn the meeting; the motion received a second.

The motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:37pm.

Meeting Organizational Team:
Roberta Brown, chat monitor and timekeeper
Scott Fritz, parliamentarian
Scott Smith, recorder of the minutes
