Minutes
Faculty Senate Meeting
Location: Zoom
Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026
3:30 - 5pm

The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm.

I. Attendance/Roll Call and Approvals

a. In Attendance:

Faculty Senate President Gregory Robinson-Guerra
Faculty Senate Vice President Andreea Nica
Joel Blaxland, Department of Social Sciences and Cultural Studies
David Gorman, School of Behavioral Sciences
Lynn Haugen, Department of Natural Sciences
William Lane, Department of Counseling
Sue McFeaters, School of Social Work
Courtney Michaud, Department of Expressive Arts
Ivan Ibarra Sanchez, School of Business
Liliana Sanchez, Department of Early Childhood, SPED, and Health Sciences
Taka Sato, School of Nursing and Kinesiology
Heather Steinmann, Department of Humanities
Sundar Tamang, Department of Mathematics and Computer Science
Margarita Wulftange, Department of Teacher Education
Dr. Jack Crocker, ex officio, Vice President of Academic Affairs

Guests in attendance: Oscar Arteaga Romero, Angela Cox, Trevor Gates-Crandall, Kristine Gonzales, Jamal Horsley, Luke Kingery, Kate Oubre, Bailey Pagels, Karen Potter, Henry Singletary, Zully Villanueva, Denise Weide, Thilina Wickramaarachichi, Kimberly Woodard.

b. Approval of the meeting agenda:

Margarita Wulftange motioned to approve the meeting agenda; the motion received a second.
The motion passed.

c. Approval of the February 3rd meeting minutes:

Joel Blaxland motioned to approve the minutes from the February 3rd Faculty Senate meeting; the motion received a second.
The motion passed.

II. Informational Items

a. FS President Report, Dr. Robinson-Guerra:

President Robinson-Guerra provided a brief update, which included the following: the university should not expect any budget cuts as a result of the legislative session; the efforts of the university to acquire the 6th Street Elementary School; administration is reviewing proposed Faculty Handbook changes that were approved by Faculty Senate and Faculty General Assembly. It was not clear whether the $10,000 pay cap for summer semester would be in place again or not, or whether the pay cap would be replaced with a six-credit hour cap.

b. Union Updates, Q&A, Dr. Margarita Wulftange:

Dr. Wulftange mentioned that the next union meeting was scheduled for Friday, March 6th at 2pm. The union meeting would include a discussion of proposed governing documents. The union is proposing dues somewhere between 1 and 2 percent of faculty salaries. The Contract Action Team had their first training meeting.

III. Old Business

a. MBO meetings to be held 1x per year/annually vs. 3x per year for TT Faculty, Dr. Andreea Nica:

There was a discussion of a proposed idea of Department Chair/Associate Dean meeting with faculty once per year to discuss MBOs, instead of three meetings per year. Senators expressed concerns that the MBO process was being weakened, the need for providing support for newer faculty members, and the need for supporting remote faculty. An idea was proposed to have fewer MBO meetings for tenured faculty members who had been employed at the university for a longer amount of time.

b. Zoom vs. Panopto for convocation – being remote-friendly:

There was a discussion of the use of Panopto for Convocation meetings following issues that occurred during the July 31st Regents meeting, where Panopto offers remote faculty with fewer opportunities for meeting participation than Zoom. Dr. Crocker agreed to look into the Zoom/Panopto issue, but he was not in attendance at the meeting.

c. Shared Gov Subcommittee update, Dr. Andreea Nica:

Vice President Andreea Nica mentioned that input had been incorporated into a revised version of the draft of the document; she thanked those who provided input on the document draft.

IV. New Business

a. Pedagogical approaches in this political era (e.g., Epstein Files), Dr. Andreea Nica (10 minutes):

There was a discussion of the challenges of teaching in the current era of politically sensitive topics. The Representation, Pathways, and Belonging (RPB) committee has been doing some work to develop best practices related to this issue. Vice President Andreea Nica agreed to collect and disseminate best practices related to the challenge of teaching politically sensitive topics.

b. Remote Chairs/Deans Policy Development, Dr. Andreea Nica:

There was a discussion of the pros and cons of having remote faculty serve as Department Chairs and Associate Deans. The discussion also included mention of the resistance of administration to having remote faculty serve as Department Chairs and Associate Deans. An issue of the equitable distribution of work was raised, where having in-person faculty serve as Department Chairs and Associate Deans creates more work for the in-person faculty. The Faculty Handbook does not clarify whether or not remote faculty can serve as Department Chair or Associate Dean.

Heather Steinmann motioned to form a subcommittee to revise the language in the Faculty Handbook to clarify that remote faculty can serve in the role of Department Chair and Associate Dean; the motion received a second. 
The motion passed.

c. Academic Integrity Secure SharePoint, Luke Kingery

There was a discussion of a proposed idea of using a SharePoint site to keep records of students who commit academic integrity violations. The discussion included concerns about student privacy related to keeping records of academic integrity violations, where the SharePoint site would need to be FERPA compliant. It was suggested that Luke Kingery, the Chair of the Academic Integrity Committee, should check with Patti West-Okiri and Bailey Pagels about the system (if any) that Academic Affairs uses for keeping records of students who commit academic integrity violations.

V. Announcements

· Next Faculty Senate Meeting, April 7th, 2026, 3:30 - 5:00 pm
· Next Faculty General Assembly Meeting, March 19th, 2026, 3:30 - 5:00 pm
· Kim Woodard mentioned available tutoring services and the mobile food pantry
· Sue McFeaters mentioned that additional funds have been requested from administration for Faculty Development
· WNMU Discovery Day open house scheduled for Thursday, April 5th
· Faculty Senate Officer Elections in early April

VI. Adjournment

Joel Blaxland motioned to adjourn the meeting; the motion received a second.
The motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:54pm.


Meeting Organizational Team:
Roberta Brown, chat monitor and timekeeper
Scott Fritz, parliamentarian
Scott Smith, recorder of the minutes
