Minutes
Faculty Senate Meeting
Location: Zoom
Tuesday, May 6, 2025
3:30 - 4:30 pm
 
In attendance:
Phillip Schoenberg, President of Faculty Senate
Lorenzo Saenz, Vice President of Faculty Senate
Joel Blaxland, Social Sciences and Cultural Studies Department
Wen-chi Chen, School of Behavioral Sciences
Lynn Haugen, Natural Sciences
Tanya Rivers, Mathematics and Computer Science Department
Kim Petrovic, School of Nursing and Kinesiology
Gregory Robinson Guerra, School of Teacher Education
William Crocker, ex officio, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
 
Visitors:
Bailey Pagels
Andreea Nica
Scott Smith, recorder of the minutes
Heather Steinmann
Sundar Tamang
Zully Villanueva
Patti West-Okiri
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm
 
Approvals:
 
Approval of the meeting agenda:
An amendment to the meeting agenda was suggested to include the approval of the department-appointed committees for the 2025-26 academic year.
Gregory Robinson motions to approve the agenda with the above amendment; the motion received a second.
The motion passed to approve the agenda with the above amendment.
 
Approval of the meeting minutes from April 1, 2025:
 
Because of the cyber-attack that occurred on April 13, 2025, only a few senators were able to review the minutes from the April 1 senate meeting.
As a result, Tanya Rivers motioned to table the April 1 Faculty Senate meeting minutes; the motion received a second.
The motion passed.
 
Old Business:
 
No old business.
 
New Business:
 
a. Proposed Faculty Handbook Language Regarding Voting Procedures, Second Read
 
President Schoenberg encouraged members of the senate to vote to approve the proposed Faculty Handbook changes.
Tanya Rivers motioned to approve the proposed Faculty Handbook changes; the motion received a second.
After some discussion, because most of the senators were unable to access the memo with the proposed Handbook changes, Tanya Rivers withdrew the motion to approve the proposed Faculty Handbook changes.
 
b. Meeting Times for Faculty General Assembly and Faculty Senate
 
A discussion ensued about the possibility of changing the meeting times for Faculty General Assembly and Faculty Senate to schedule the meetings to occur earlier in the day. A survey had been sent to the faculty to gauge their interest in changing the meeting times. Some senators voiced concerns about changing the times for these meetings, since earlier meeting times may conflict with class meeting times. No actions were taken on this agenda item.
 
c. Faculty Handbook Change to the MBO Process for Tenured Faculty, First Read
 
President Schoenberg discussed the language described in the memo of the proposed Faculty Handbook changes and encouraged the senate members to discuss the proposed changes with the faculty members in their respective departments. 
 
d. Term Limits for Faculty Serving on the Faculty Budget Review Committee
 
President Schoenberg explained that there are faculty who have been serving on the Faculty Budget Review Committee for a number of years and mentioned that language should be added to the Faculty Handbook to add term limits for serving on the Faculty Budget Review Committee as well as similar language for other committees.
 
e. Introduction of the New Faculty Senate Officers
 
President Schoenberg introduced the incoming Faculty Senate Officers for the 2025-26 academic year. Gregory Robinson will be serving as the Faculty Senate President, and Andreea Nica will be serving as the Faculty Senate Vice President. Gregory Robinson thanked President Schoenberg and Vice President Lorenzo Saenz for their service as Faculty Senate Officers during the 2024-25 academic year. President Schoenberg recognized Debbie Heller, who will be retiring after more than 30 years of teaching as a faculty member in the Department of Humanities.
 
Announcements:
 
● Board of Regents meeting scheduled for May 8 at 11:00am in the SMB Seminar Room
● Spring Commencement scheduled for May 9 at 5pm at the Ben Altamirano Football Stadium
● Spring semester grades due by Monday, May 12 at noon

 

Adjournment:

 

Wen-chi Chen motioned to adjourn the meeting; the motion received a second.

The motion passed.

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:20pm

 

Minutes respectfully prepared and submitted by Scott Smith.



